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Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! And Happy New Year!

I’m not one for New Year resolutions. The only resolution I’ve ever kept is the resolution to not make any resolutions. Oh…wait…

Still, the New Year inspires a desire in me to make a fresh start, to make a change. The year ahead glistens with potential: Will this be the year I exercise more? Spend more time doing things I love? What about you? As you look at the year ahead, what is the thing (or things) that make you think “Will this be the year?”

There is one thing I’d like us to do as a congregation. As you know, Bishop Jonathan issues a charge at the Diocesan Convention: Faith in Action, Love without limits, following up with an action plan. From Advent through Ash Wednesday, we are working through the first goal: Discern Who We Are. 

I’m particularly excited about this goal because as you discern who you are as the people of St Paul’s I have the opportunity to get to know you better. Bishop has suggested considering the following questions:
Where do we see Christ? 
What gifts has God given us? 
What hungers do we see around us? 
Where have we seen Christ’s light shining in our lives, in our family and friends, in our congregation and in our community. 
Where have we seen love without limits (God in action) in our congregational life?

Bishop had a few suggestions for this time of discerning who we are, which we are implementing. We’ve already held a Blue Christmas service, tangibly, as Bishop put it, “embodying “love without limits” amid longing, grounding discernment in compassion.” On January 4th, we will be celebrating Epiphany Sunday, with a church blessing, and house blessing kits. This blessing above the door is a daily reminder that Christ dwells among us. If you’d like me to come to your home to lead you in the house blessing, let me know. I’d be more than happy to come! 

One January 18 and February 8, you’ll have the chance to answer the questions above. I’ll give you a heads up the Sunday before, and there will be a slip of paper in the bulletin on Jan 18 and Feb 8th for you to write down your answers. Please prayerfully consider the questions above. The Vestry and I look forward to your answers!

Remember: This is a season of prayerful discernment—listening for what God is already doing in your midst. Later on, we’ll spend some time listening for where God may be leading us. Right now, it’s all about who we are as people of God, called by God to this particular time and to this particular place, Brookings South Dakota.

How about we make a New Year’s resolution together? We resolve to take time to notice, to actively seek out those glimpses of God’s activity, God moments each day, especially in the days when it seems God is hidden. And we’ll daily pray this prayer: “Gracious God, shape us to be your people in this place, rooted in Christ and rising in hope. Amen.”

In Christ’s Peace, 
Mother Ramona

Mother Ramona’s contact information: pastorramona@gmail.com, 605-850-8482 (cell phone)
Website: stpaulsbrookings.org

December’s Skipping Stones
Most of us are familiar with skipping stones and the ripples they cause as they skim across the water. Our activities and events are skipping stones in God’s hands, creating ripples in our lives and the lives of those in our community!

Wine and Word Join us every Tuesday at 7 at Mosaic for a look at the readings for the next Sunday. Bring your Bible! 

Pub Theology at the Bank Saloon (corner of 4th and Main), January 14h at 6:30pm. Join us for fellowship and a discussion of how life and faith intersect. This month’s topic is “Don’t Be a Jerk,” dealing with bullies, creeps, jerks, tyrants, despots, and megalomaniacs in the workplace while also avoiding being or becoming one. 

Please Return Your Palm Branches. Last Palm Sunday Mother Ramona asked you to take your palm branches home and put them somewhere you could see them during the year. It’s time to bring them back, so they can be burned to create the ashes for Ash Wednesday. Please bring them by Sunday January 18.

The Annual Meeting is January February 1st. Reports are due to Marsha Klein by January 8th. 

The Celebration Continues!: The special prayer/posts for the 12 Days of Christmas continue through January 6.th The Noon Daily Prayer livestream will return January 7.

Interested in going to TEC? Would you like to go to family camp June 21-25, 2026? Family camp is open to all ages and all households. Mother Ramona would like to take a group to family camp next summer. If you think you might like to go, please let her know. There’s no obligation to register, we’re gauging interest. 

Nursery Volunteers Needed: We’re growing and there is a need for a nursery during worship. What a wonderful problem to have! We need volunteers to help staff the nursery, and the idea is to have enough volunteers, so no one serves more than once a month. Each Sunday two volunteers are needed. There is a sign-up sheet in Thorburn Hall next to the coffee signup. Caring for the little ones in the nursery is one was er fulfill the promises the congregation made at their baptism and a wonderful gift to the parents.

EYC Happenings: Jan 7 – movie night, Jan 21 – Burn palms for Ash Wednesday and a service project for Sleep in Heavenly Peace.

Vestry meets January 2 at 3pm for budget meeting and January 18th after the potluck for the regular vestry meeting.

Weekly events
Monday: Mother Ramona’s office hours, 11am-1pm in the SDSU Student Union starting Jan 12th 

Tuesday: 

St Paul’s Episcopal Church 		Rooted in love. Open to all.
Mother Ramona’s office hours

1st& 2nd Tuesday– 3-6pm at Kool Beans
3rd Tuesday – 1-4pm at Chocolatte
4th Tuesday – 1-4pm at Cottonwood on Main
5th Tuesday – 11-2 at Mission Coffeehouse
Wine and Word 7pm at Mosaic, Sunday text Bible study. Dec 2, 9. And 16 only

Wednesday: 
Midweek worship at 1:30pm
1st & 5th Wednesday: St Paul’s 
2nd Wednesday: Cottonwood on Main 
3rd Wednesday: Edgewood Care Facility
4th Wednesday: University Lutheran Center

        	 Pub Theology – 2nd Wednesday 6:30pm at the Bank

Sunday Coffee and refreshments in Thorburn Hall 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday. 
Pancake Breakfast 1st Sunday and Potluck 3rd Sunday. Everyone is welcome.
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