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Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

I love Lent. I love the space that Lent gives us to sit still, to think about all our gracious God has done for us, to delve into what it means to be a follower of Jesus. Like Advent, Lent offers us a breathing space in our all-too-busy world. Lent challenges us to ‘give something up.”  The ‘giving something up” was meant to provide an experience of sacrifice and to create a space for God. Some of us still do this during Lent and I think it’s a good spiritual exercise. Give up TV and pray during that time. Give up soda and donate the money you would have spent to a charity. 

A pastor once challenged our congregation to ‘add something for Lent.’  Instead of sacrifice, he wanted us to focus on spiritual growth. Read the Bible or a good devotional. Spend some extra time in prayer. Serve in a way you never have before. I think that’s also a good way to experience Lenten space. Whether you ‘give up something’ or ‘add something,’ the effect is that you step out of your day-to-day routines and give intentional thought to what being a person of faith means to you. You lift your eyes from the kingdom of this world to the kingdom of heaven. Observing Lent means you take time to remember who you belong to and who you were created to be. 

[image: ]We may already be a week into Lent, but it’s not too late to enter the God-filled space Lent provides   Come to the mid-week worship services, pray an extra time each day, sit quietly and listen for God, pick a book in the Bible to read, or start a new devotional book. I highly recommend “The Last Week” by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan. They take a day-by-day look at the week of Jesus’ passion, as told in the Gospel of Mark. It’s a short book, only 238 pages, and written in an easy-to-read style. It’s an excellent book to accompany you as you journey with Jesus through Holy Week! 

Just another traveler on this Lenten journey to the cross,
Mother Ramona

March’s Skipping Stones
Most of us are familiar with skipping stones and the ripples they cause as they skim across the water. Our activities and events are skipping stones in God’s hands, creating ripples in our lives and the lives of those in our community!

Wine and Word Join us every Tuesday at 7 at Mosaic for a look at the readings for the next Sunday. Bring your Bible! 

Pub Theology at the Bank Saloon (corner of 4th and Main), February 11 at 7:00pm. Join us for fellowship and a discussion of how life and faith intersect. This month’s topic is Immigration, Compassion, Ethics: Strangers & Neighbors, Law & Love

Lenten Evening Prayer: This Lenten season, there will be Evening Prayer on Thursdays at 7pm, February 26-March 26. Join us as we “Walk the Palm Sunday Path.”  Those on the Palm Sunday Path will follow Jesus lead, processing together and proclaiming God’s values as clear contrasts to increasingly familiar politics of cruelty, greed, intimidation, and injustice. Sermon topics:

St Paul’s Episcopal Church 		Rooted in love. Open to all.
Feb 26 - Luke 19:28–40 Resistant hope
Mar 5- Mark 12:1–12 Costly Grace, 
compromises, complicity
Mar 12- Matthew 24:1–14 Enduring Faithfulness
Mar 19- John 13:1–9, 33–35 Radical love 
and servant leadership
Mar 26- Luke 23:39–43 Solidarity 
with the least of these


Mother Ramona’s contact information: pastorramona@gmail.com, 605-850-8482 (cell phone)
Website: stpaulsbrookings.org
Love on the Way: A Palm Sunday Procession and Worship On Palm Sunday (March 29th), from 2-4 pm CT, Christians of all denominations are invited to gather in downtown Sioux Falls for a positive, non-partisan, and prayerful procession, worship, and reflection on Jesus' way of love. We will walk, pray, and sing as a public witness to the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ: love that welcomes, feeds, and heals. Participants are invited to bring palms from their Sunday worship services. Clergy are encouraged to wear the symbols of their office. Details on starting and ending location(s) will be forthcoming

Holy Monday Service of Lamentation: Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe has asked bishops to hold public liturgies or prayer services to lament the violence and hatred that has come to define our common life and to witness to our conviction that Christians must come together across our unholy divisions. Bishop Jonathan plans to hold a service in Pierre. Watch for more information
	Since traveling to Pierre on a Monday may be difficult for many, we will hold a Service of Lamentation at St Paul’s on Monday, March 30 at 7pm. This service will be open to the community.
	Presiding Bishop Rowe will also host a service on Zoom on Palm Sunday, March 29, at 8 p.m. Eastern so that we can pray together for God’s blessing on our witness. Look for more information coming soon.

Holy Week Schedule:
Sunday March 29-	10 am Palm Sunday Worship
			2-4pm Love on the Way Palm Sunday Procession and Worship, Sioux Falls
			8pm Bishop Rowe’s Zoom Service 
Monday March 30 - 	7 p.m. Holy Monday Service of Lamentation
Thursday April 2 - 	7 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
Friday April 3 - 		12:15 p.m. Good Friday Worship
5 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Saturday April 4 - 	7 p.m. Easter Vigil
Sunday April 5 - 	10 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship
11 a.m. Pancake Breakfast

EYC Happenings: Mar 4 – Guest speaker from Sleep in Heavenly Peace, make blankets; Mar 18, finish blankets, plan for the rest of the school year. In April, because the first Wednesday is during Holy Week, we will meet on the 3rd and 5th Wednesday.

Vestry: The next vestry meeting is March 15, after the potluck.

Weekly events
Monday: Mother Ramona’s office hours, 11am-1pm in the SDSU Student Union 

Tuesday: 

Mother Ramona’s office hours

1st& 2nd Tuesday– 3-6pm at Kool Beans
3rd Tuesday – 1-4pm at Chocolatte
4th Tuesday – 1-4pm at Cottonwood on Main
5th Tuesday – 11-2 at Mission Coffeehouse
Wine and Word 7pm at Mosaic, Sunday text Bible study.

Wednesday: 
Midweek worship at 1:30pm
1st & 5th Wednesday: St Paul’s 
2nd Wednesday: Cottonwood on Main 
3rd Wednesday: Edgewood Care Facility
4th Wednesday: University Lutheran Center

        	 Pub Theology – 2nd Wednesday 7:00pm at the Bank

Sunday Coffee and refreshments in Thorburn Hall 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday. 
Pancake Breakfast 1st Sunday and Potluck 3rd Sunday. Everyone is welcome.
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