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Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

I used to think liturgy was rigid.
Now I see it’s scaffolding.
It holds you up when your faith can’t hold itself.
- Beau Stringer, writer, UMC church leader

I ran across this quote and thought, “Yes. That’s it!” I grew up in a non-liturgical church. I thought that liturgy was rote and formulaic. Until I started attending a church with a traditional liturgy. (I phrase it that way, because all churches really have a liturgy, an order they follow, places where the congregation responds on prescribed ways.) I didn’t understand until I experienced traditional liturgy just how powerful it is. We are called in by the gathering moments - invocation, gloria, collect – a time of centering and focus, leaving the world outside for a while as we stand in that liminal space between earth and heaven.

Then God speaks, through the words of prophets, psalmists, apostles, and finally the words of Jesus himself. The sermon continues the proclamation of God’s Good News, unpacking it and applying it to the life of the congregation. We respond to God’s word with words of faith, with prayers for the world, and confession of times we have not lived out our faith. We offer ourselves and our gifts, which God takes blesses and gives back to us, just as surely as the bread and the wine is blessed and given to us. Strengthened, nourished, refreshed, we are blessed and commissioned to faithfully walk in the world. 

There are so many entry points into the liturgy. Sometimes the words of a hymn inspires you, sometimes the prayers say what you long to say but can’t find the words for. Sometimes the scriptures speak directly to your heart, sometimes it’s the awe of receiving the bread of life into your hands. Different parts of worship speak to our hearts each week. There is truly something for everyone!

But I think constancy is the true gift of the liturgy. When everything shifts around us, when our world is upended, the liturgy reminds us that God is the same, yesterday, today, tomorrow. We come with our fears and uncertainties, our sorrows and loss, and yes, even our doubts and dark nights of the soul. The liturgy, spoken into life by the voices around us reminds us that God has been faithful, God’s love never ends, and God will never leave us alone. 

I once heard someone say that before she herself found faith, she would stand in the congregation, listening to the liturgy, participating as she felt able, knowing that the faith of those around her carried her through. The faith of the community became her faith long before she herself believed. I think that’s the power of the liturgy. Voices raised, speaking grace, offering a framework that supports us all. 

We are entering into one of the holiest times of the year. Ash Wednesday is February 18th. We enter the solemnity of Lent and the passion of Holy Week. It’s going to hit differently this year. These are difficult times. Many of us are hurting. Some may feel their faith being tested. Some may even wonder if they still have faith at all. It’s ok. That’s what the liturgy is for: to give us words when words fail us, to draw us together to carry each other. As Psalm 95:6 reminds us: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 

May the words of the liturgy be the scaffolding that holds you during these trying times.
In Christ’s Peace, 
Mother Ramona

Mother Ramona’s contact information: pastorramona@gmail.com, 605-850-8482 (cell phone)
Website: stpaulsbrookings.org

February’s Skipping Stones
Most of us are familiar with skipping stones and the ripples they cause as they skim across the water. Our activities and events are skipping stones in God’s hands, creating ripples in our lives and the lives of those in our community!

Wine and Word Join us every Tuesday at 7 at Mosaic for a look at the readings for the next Sunday. Bring your Bible! 

Pub Theology at the Bank Saloon (corner of 4th and Main), February 11 at 7:00pm. Join us for fellowship and a discussion of how life and faith intersect. This month’s topic is For You Were Strangers: Immigration, Refugees and Exodus. 

Valentine Party Feb 8th after worship: EYC is hosting a Valentine’s Party for the congregation, during the fellowship hour after church. We’ll enjoy a spaghetti dinner and play some games. 

Community Soup Supper, February 11th, 5:30-7pm. This is a new outreach ministry to those who are food insecure or just need to share a meal with others. We are getting the word out to the community through Feeding Brookings and the Multicultural Center. Volunteers are needed to make soup, to help set up, serve and clean up.

Fat Tuesday: The annual Fat Tuesday meal is February 17th at 6pm.

Ash Wednesday Worship Schedule: Ash Wednesday is February 18th. Get your ash in church! The evening worship is at 7pm with communion and imposition of ashes. Midweek worship is at Edgewood at 1:30pm and will also include imposition of ashes. 

Lenten Evening Prayer: This Lenten season, there will be Evening Prayer on Thursdays at 7pm, February 26-March 26. 

The Annual Meeting is January February 1st after the Pancake Breakfast. Annual reports have been emailed to the congregation.

EYC Happenings: Feb 4 - Burn palms for Ash Wednesday, prepare for Senior Valentine Party on Feb 11; Fat Tuesday on Feb 17, Ash Wednesday Feb 18, no youth group.

Vestry: The next vestry meeting will be scheduled after the annual meeting.

Weekly events
Monday: Mother Ramona’s office hours, 11am-1pm in the SDSU Student Union 

Tuesday: 

St Paul’s Episcopal Church 		Rooted in love. Open to all.
Mother Ramona’s office hours

1st& 2nd Tuesday– 3-6pm at Kool Beans
3rd Tuesday – 1-4pm at Chocolatte
4th Tuesday – 1-4pm at Cottonwood on Main
5th Tuesday – 11-2 at Mission Coffeehouse
Wine and Word 7pm at Mosaic, Sunday text Bible study.

Wednesday: 
Midweek worship at 1:30pm
1st & 5th Wednesday: St Paul’s 
2nd Wednesday: Cottonwood on Main 
3rd Wednesday: Edgewood Care Facility
4th Wednesday: University Lutheran Center

        	 Pub Theology – 2nd Wednesday 7:00pm at the Bank

Sunday Coffee and refreshments in Thorburn Hall 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday. 
Pancake Breakfast 1st Sunday and Potluck 3rd Sunday. Everyone is welcome.
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