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Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Why aren’t the Advent scriptures about the Nativity?

I wondered this when I first became a Lutheran. I was raised in a non-liturgical denomination, and Advent was not celebrated. My first Advent was wonder-filled and yet a bit confusing. Advent was about getting ready for Christmas, right? Preparing for the Christ Child to be born in your heart again this year?

Yes...and no. Or at least not completely. During Advent we prepare for the coming of Christ. Of course, preparing for Christmas is a big part of that. But Advent, and the coming of Christ is so much more. One commentator I heard this week, put it this way, “Advent is history, mystery, and majesty. History, as in the celebration of the birth of Christ, an event firmly placed in history. And majesty, as in actively awaiting for Christ to come again, when Christ kingship is fully revealed in all its glory. We prepare for both the celebration of Christ’s birth and the time when Christ will return. 

That leaves mystery. This is the part that I really love: the mystery of Christ present in the world right now. The mystery of Christ born in us each day. The mystery of encountering Christ in the most unlikely of places and in people we least expect. There’s a poem I’m using for Daily Prayer that says, “Watch… for you know not when God comes. Watch, that you might be found whenever wherever God comes.” 

In Advent, as we watch, we learn to recognize the places where God is. In Advent we wait, actively seeking those moments when we encounter God. In Advent, we prepare, our hearts, our lives, making the path straight for the way of the Lord. 

History. Mystery. Majesty. May you experience all three this Advent season.

In Christ’s Peace, 
Mother Ramona
 
December’s Skipping Stones
Most of us are familiar with skipping stones and the ripples they cause as they skim across the water. Our activities and events are skipping stones in God’s hands, creating ripples in our lives and the lives of those in our community!

Wine and Word Join us every Tuesday at 7 at Mosaic for a look at the readings for the next Sunday. Bring your Bible! Due to the holidays, there is no Wine and Word on December 23 and 30.

Pub Theology at the Bank, December 10th at 6:30pm. Join us for fellowship and a discussion of how life and faith intersect. This month’s topic is: Christmas & Culture - A Very Biblical Christmas Quiz. Can you distinguish between what's actually in the Bible's Christmas story, and what's a cultural and lyrical adaptation? Test your knowledge. We might also sing a carol or two!

Cookie Exchange December 18th at 7pm at Barb Murra’s. Bring 3-4 dozen cookies (or whatever you want) and an appetizer. Contact Barb for more information, 605-691-3153

Christmas Program: Sunday December 21 during worship. Watch for details!

Christmas Eve Schedule: Christmas Eve worship is at 4:30pm. Come at 4 for a Carol Sing.

Special Music for Christmas Eve: We would like to have special music for the Christmas Eve service. If you sing or play an instrument and would like to participate, please contact Mo Ramona. Maybe we can even get enough people together for a small choir!

Lessons and Carols Sunday December 28: The Sunday after Christmas, the worship service will be Christmas Lessons and Carols, with no Holy Communion. Mother Ramona will be taking some time off between Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas: with special prayer/posts December 24-January 6.th Every day at noon there will be a special post on Facebook to help keep the season merry and bright! Noon Daily Prayer will be on hiatus during this time and will resume on January 7.

Interested in going to TEC? Would you like to go to family camp June 21-25, 2026? Family camp is open to all ages and all households. Mother Ramona would like to take a group to family camp next summer. If you think you might like to go, please let her know. There’s no obligation to register, we’re gauging interest. 

Nursery Volunteers Needed: We’re growing and there is a need for a nursery during worship. What a wonderful problem to have! We need volunteers to help staff the nursery, and the idea is to have enough volunteers, so no one serves more than once a month. Each Sunday two volunteers are needed. There is a sign-up sheet in Thorburn Hall next to the coffee signup. Caring for the little ones in the nursery is one was er fulfill the promises the congregation made at their baptism and a wonderful gift to the parents.

EYC Happenings: Dec 3 – Decorate float for Festival of Lights; Dec 5 - Festival of Lights 5pm, meet at the church at 4:30, Dec 17 – no youth group Merry Christmas!

Vestry meets December 7th after the pancake breakfast.

Weekly events
Due to the holidays, there will be no office hours on Dec 22, Dec 29, and Dec 30, no Wine and Word on December 23 and 30, and no midweek worship on December 24 and December 31. 

Monday: Mother Ramona’s office hours, 11am-2pm in the SDSU Student Union Dec 1, 8, and 15 only
Tuesday: 

St Paul’s Episcopal Church 		Rooted in love. Open to all.
Mother Ramona’s office hours
1st 9-11:30am, Starbucks 22 Ave S
2nd Tuesday – 2-5pm at Kool Beans
3rd Tuesday – 1-4pm at Chocolatte
4th Tuesday – 1-4pm at Ziggy’s Coffee
5th Tuesday – 10am-1pm at Mission Coffee

Wine and Word 7pm at Mosaic, Sunday text Bible study. Dec 2, 9. And 16 only
Wednesday: Midweek worship at 1:30pm
1st & 5th Wednesday: St Paul’s Thorburn Hall
2nd Wednesday: Cottonwood, Main Street 
3rd Wednesday: Edgewood Care Facility
4th Wednesday: University Lutheran Center

         Pub Theology – 2nd Wednesday 6:30pm at the Bank
Sunday Coffee and refreshments in Thorburn Hall 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday. 
Pancake Breakfast 1st Sunday and Potluck 3rd Sunday. Everyone is welcome!

Mother Ramona’s contact information: pastorramona@gmail.com, 605-850-8482 (cell phone)
Website: stpaulsbrookings.org
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